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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Located in the central United States, the Rantoul National Aviation Center (RNAC) offers a 

unique combination of airport (ICAO Identifier: KTIP), Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ), nearby rail 

and highway access, and climate controlled hangars that have extensive floor space. This 

location offers the facilities, infrastructure, and airspace to operate a flight school, aircraft 

manufacturing base, testing facility, or import/export facility, among others. This Aviation 

Briefing Guide will provide a comprehensive overview of the infrastructure and capabilities of 

the RNAC. 

 

The RNAC has the capability to support general aviation aircraft, jets, and numerous other types 

of aircraft with the currently existing infrastructure. Two runways, each 5,000’ long and 75’ 

wide, have instrument approaches and medium intensity runway lighting. Weather 

instrumentation, several different types of aircraft fuel, and expansive aircraft parking is 

available on the airfield. Ramp areas and taxiways lead to Hangar 1, Hangar 2, and Hangar 3, 

which are available for lease. These large hangars also have office and classroom areas for 

instruction. Weather data from 2007-2012 indicate ceiling-visibility was better than 3 miles and 

1,500' 88.1% of the time. 

 

The square footage available at the RNAC ranges from 84,000 to 270,000. The spacious hangars 

offer ceiling heights of up to 44’ and cover acreage between 4.9 to over 15. Hangar 1 and Hangar 

3 have loading docks and updated interiors that would make them easily convertible to any new 

task, such as assembly plant. The floor space and location would make them ideal for warehouse 

storage, manufacturing, or as a multimodal transportation hub.  

 

The New Orleans to Chicago railroad is located only one mile away from the RNAC. This 

railroad could be utilized for shipping operations and form a multimodal hub for your business. 

Highway 57, which travels north-south from Chicago to Memphis, is only two miles from the 

airport and offers desirable access to both the Eastern and Western areas of the United States.  

 

One may find additional information, including local population and cultural information, at the 

RNAC and Village of Rantoul website: http://www.village.rantoul.il.us/ 
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I. Introduction 

 

The Rantoul National Aviation Center was founded in 1993 following the Base Realignment and 

Closure (BRAC) of the Chanute Air Force Base. It is located in central Illinois south of Chicago, 

about 1 ½ hours by car, and west of Indianapolis, about 2 hours by car. The Department of 

Defense transferred the land to the Village of Rantoul so that the old runways could be 

transformed into a general aviation airport which now covers about 670 acres. There is a north-

south runway and an east-west runway which are capable of supporting most corporate jets and 

general aviation aircraft. There are four large hangars and several smaller buildings which help 

makeup the airport’s facilities. The airport hosts several tenants including AT&T, the Chanute 

Air Museum, the Rantoul Theater Group, the Prairie Pines Campground, and the I&I Antique 

Tractor and Gas Engine Club.  

 

 

 

 
 

Rantoul National Aviation Center geographic overview.  

Latitude and Longitude: 40-17-36.8000N / 088-08-32.6000W. 
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The last economic impact analysis of the airport was conducted in 2012. The airport was 

identified as supporting 8 different on-airport jobs and 17 off-airport positions. The economic 

impact was measured at $1.1 Million with an additional $577,500 of economic benefit provided 

by the visitors who would utilize the airport. The community businesses received an estimated 

$1.9 Million of total economic impact annually when factoring in the direct and indirect 

economic impacts of the airport. The non-aeronautical businesses located on the airport employ 

about 1,000 people and have a significant impact on the local economy. 

 

 

 

 
 

Rantoul National Aviation Center property line. 

 

 

 

II. Assessment of Facilities 

 

The airport is made up of about 50 different structures that range in size from small storage sheds 

to hangars with nearly 300,000 square feet of floor space. There are multiple runways, taxiways, 

hangars, and ramp areas which support the aeronautical and non-aeronautical activity at the 

airport. Please see Appendix B for all aviation charts and technical data. 
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Runways and Taxiways 

 

Rantoul has a north-south runway and an east-west runway with their lengths being 4,894’ and 

5,001’, respectively. Each runway is 75’ wide and has asphalt shoulders on either side 37.5’ 

wide. Runways 9 and 27 have a 385’ long and 1,220’ long stopway, respectively. Runway 18 has 

a 110’ long stopway. Runways 4-22 and 13-31 have been decommissioned and are currently 

used for special events requiring hard surface.  

 

All runways have variable setting Medium Intensity Runway Lighting (MIRL) and non-precision 

instrument approaches which allow landings in weather with ceilings as low as 400’ and 

visibility down to 1 Nautical Mile. The east-west runway has been designated as the preferential 

runway and so it has Runway End Identifier Lights (REIL) and Precision Approach Path 

Indicators (PAPI).  

 

 
 

 

Taxiway Echo is 35’ wide and leads from approach end runway 9 to the T-hangars and ramp. 

Taxiway Foxtrot is 37.5’ wide and leads from approach end runway 9 to approach end runway 

36. Taxiway Foxtrot has a paved 37.5’ wide shoulder on its north side and a paved 25’ shoulder 

on its south side. All taxiways have medium intensity taxiway edge lighting. 
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Ramp and Apron Area 

 

The primary aircraft parking area is located in front of the FBO and covers an area about 140,000 

square feet. Aircraft tie-ins are finished into the pavement. Other aircraft parking areas can be 

utilized for larger aircraft, such as the ramp in front of Hangar 2, which is about three times 

larger in square footage than the primary general aviation ramp. 

 

Airport Design and Weight Bearing Capacity 

 

The RNAC is a general aviation airport so was designed to accommodate small to medium sized 

piston aircraft and smaller corporate turbine-powered (jet) aircraft. The Runway Design Code 

(RDC), which specifies the design standards for the airport, is determined by identifying the 

Aircraft Approach Category (AAC) and Airplane Design Group (ADG) for the critical aircraft 

using the airport. This airport has an RDC of B-II which means it was designed for aircraft with 

an approach speed of less than 121 knots, a tail height of less than 30’, and a wingspan of less 

than 79’. A Beechcraft King Air is a good example of this type of aircraft.  

 

 
 

Picture of a Beechcraft King Air; an example of a B-II aircraft. 

 

 

All parking areas, runways and taxiways have a weight bearing capacity for unlimited operations 

of aircraft weighing 12,500 pounds or less; however, heavier aircraft can use the airport but on a 

monitored basis. A Boeing 727 has flown into the airport in the past. Each aircraft heavier than 

15,000 pounds will need to be analyzed before routine operations are conducted. 
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Support Facilities 

 

The airport has 10 T-hangars that offer a total of 12,700 square feet of aircraft storage space. 

These hangars are connected to the runways and ramp area via a taxilane. There is an 18,750 

square foot hangar attached to the terminal building which holds offices for the Fixed Base 

Operator (FBO) and Airport Manager. There is about 30,000 square feet of parking space 

supporting these aviation facilities. The full-service FBO sells Jet-A and 100 Low Lead aviation 

fuel utilizing two refueling trucks. The airport has two 10,000 gallon fuel tanks.  

 

There are two agricultural aerial applicator load-out pads attached to Taxiway Foxtrot. All 

airport structures are owned by the Village of Rantoul except for the storage tanks at one of the 

load-out pads, which is privately owned, and the State owned Automated Weather Observation 

System (AWOS). 

 

There are four large hangars that range in size from 200,000 square feet to nearly 300,000 and 

fall within the FTZ. Two of the hangars have multiple loading docks. Factsheets on these 

buildings are attached in Appendix A. The spacious hangars offer ceiling heights of up to 44’ 

and cover acreage between 4.9 to over 15. Hangar 1 and Hangar 3 have loading docks and 

updated interiors that would make them easily convertible to any new task, such as assembly 

plant. The floor space and location would make them ideal for warehouse storage, 

manufacturing, or as a multimodal transportation hub. Building 96 is another warehouse that has 

high ceilings and wide open floor space. There are several warehouses and temporary storage 

facilities also located within the airport property line.  

 

 

          
 

Exterior photos of one ramp area and an associated hangar  

(see Appendix A for more examples). 
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III. Foreign Trade Zone 

 

Rantoul’s FTZ, a subzone of the Peoria-based FTZ 114, offers the importation, manufacturing, 

assembling, or re-exportation of products with lowered duties. Duties on foreign goods intended 

for domestic consumption are levied only at the time the goods are removed from the zone and 

only on quantities actually removed. An operation based within this FTZ means assembly cost 

savings, cost avoidance, and more effective cash flow. The facilities available at the RNAC are 

perfect for any number of different uses and can be modified to fit additional needs.  

 

 
 

Map depicting Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) at RNAC. 

 



 

10 
 

 

Rantoul National Aviation Center Airport Briefing Guide 

 

IV. Local Weather 

 

The RNAC has an Automated Weather Observation Systems (AWOS-3PT) on the field. It is 

receivable to a maximum of 25 Nautical Miles from the AWOS site and a maximum altitude of 

10,000 feet above ground. The system transmits a 20 to 30 second weather message updated 

each minute. Altimeter setting, wind data, temperature, dew point, density altitude, visibility, 

precipitation identification sensor, thunderstorm/lightning reporting capability, and cloud/ceiling 

data reported. It is located south of Foxtrot taxiway on a concrete slab.  

 

Weather data from 2007-2012 indicates that the visibility and ceiling was better than 3 miles and 

1,500' 88.1% of the time; this equates to a lot of flying days at Rantoul. 

 

 

 
 

Wind data table indicating runway wind coverage. 

 

 

V. Surrounding Airports and Airspace 

 

The RNAC is located within uncontrolled Class G airspace so does not have an air traffic control 

tower. This means pilots communicate with each other regarding their intentions and position. 

This is a safe and efficient way for airports to operate while also eliminating the distraction and 

hassle air traffic control can create. Class E or controlled airspace begins 700’ above the airport. 

Champaign Terminal Radar Approach Control provides air traffic control and radar services to 

aircraft operating on an Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) flight plan into and out of Rantoul. 

Chicago Center takes over the airspace nightly when Champaign temporarily closes. The 

airspace is not congested so pilots normally have none or a minimum wait when arriving or 

departing Rantoul when IFR. Other airports that are busier can have great waits with increased 

fuel burn and inefficiency as a result. 

 

Nearby airports include: Greater Kankakee Airport (49 NM), University of Illinois-Willard 

Airport (16 NM), Vermillion Regional Airport (26 NM), Paxton Airport (9 NM), and Frasca 

Field (5 NM), which all offer fuel services and runway length adequate to aircraft that routinely 

utilize Rantoul. Precision instrument approaches are available at the University of Illinois-

Willard Airport which also has an air traffic control tower. 

 

 



 

11 
 

 

Rantoul National Aviation Center Airport Briefing Guide 

Appendix A. Examples of Available Hangars and Land 
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Available Land:  

The Century Gateway 

 

Located on the old Chanute Air Force Base, the Century Gateway consists of 160 Acres of land 

available for development. The land has great access to highways and is located near an airport 

but is largely unaffected by height restrictions (150' maximum structure height). Compatible land 

uses could be an industrial/research park, warehouses, or manufacturing center. 
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Appendix B. Aeronautical Charts 

 

Airport Facility Directory (AFD) entry.  

 

 
 

Alternate Minimums (TPP). 

 

Takeoff Minimums and (obstacle) Departure Procedures (TPP). 
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IFR Enroute Low Altitude (L27).  
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VFR Sectional (Chicago). 
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